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WELCOMING REMARKS BY THE CHAIR OF THE SIRG
(Ambassador Néstor Popolizio, Minister of Foreign Affairs Peru)

I would like to begin this presentation by welcoming all the States and thanking them for their active participation in the Eighth Summit of the Americas process and in the follow-up and implementation of the Lima Commitment “Democratic Governance against Corruption.” I would also like to welcome the entities of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG), in particular the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), which recently joined the JSWG.

The Eighth Summit of the Americas, held in Lima a little over a year ago, constituted a resounding response to corruption on the part of the States that took part in it. The Lima Commitment adopted by the Heads of State and Government contains 57 mandates in the areas of strengthening democratic governance, access to information, political party financing, transparency in public works, asset recovery, and measures to combat international bribery, among others.
On that occasion, the region’s States laid the foundations for what the President of Peru, Martín Vizcarra, described at the time as a “regional alliance against corruption” designed to unite the public and private sectors and, indeed, all the citizens of the Hemisphere. In addition to agreeing on a hemispheric agenda to prevent and combat corruption, the Eighth Summit of the Americas not only created new openings for civil society and social actors, but led to the strengthening of the JSWG enabling it more forcefully to support the Summits implementation process. The Mechanism for Follow-up and Implementation of the Lima Commitment proposed by Peru and adopted in November 2018, seeks to consolidate the progress made and the commitments assumed by the Heads of State and Government.

The Mechanism takes into account the experience gained and lessons learned in the frameworks of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and the United Nations Convention against Corruption.  The data recorded by States on the Mechanism’s virtual platform that was developed by Peru’s Foreign Ministry has enabled the following actions:
a. A preliminary regional mapping of progress in the implementation of the Lima Commitment and its anti-corruption mandates;
b. A list of States’ technical assistance needs;
c. A Database of Best Practices and Regional Capacities in this area.
The data recorded by the Mechanism for Follow-up and Implementation of the Lima Commitment will be publicly accessible further strengthening the transparency of States to their citizens. I would like to thank the OAS, in particular the Summits Secretariat, for its significant support during this mandate follow-up and implementation stage. I look forward to an active and fruitful exchange at this meeting.  Thank you very much.
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